
Armed and highly trained soldiers from the Belgian anti-terror corps and police paid a visit to the 'Esvagt Mercator'.
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ESVAGT takes part in anti-terror exercise

The ‘Esvagt Mercator’ left an offshore wind farm to play the
role of hijacked vessel in a Belgian anti-terror exercise.
Working with fast rescue boats and transfer boats is ordinary work for
ESVAGT, but not when the boats are filled with 16 armed and highly trained
soldiers from the Belgian anti-terror corps and police.

When these specialists are accompanied by two warships and two attack
helicopters with even more soldiers on board whose intention is to attack
ESVAGT, it – thankfully – becomes a far cry from the ordinary.



This, however, was the programme that awaited the ’Esvagt Mercator’
Wednesday last week when the vessel took a brief break from its work in the
Belgian offshore wind farms, Nobelwind and Belwind, to assist the Belgian
anti-terror corps in an exercise.

During the exercise, the ‘Esvagt Mercator’ was hijacked outside the port of
Ostend, after which units from the anti-terror corps boarded the vessel, freed
the ’hostages’ and neutralised the ‘terrorists’.

“It was very exciting to be part of the action. A veritable sea of hands was
raised when we were asked whether we would like to be hostages,” says
Rasmus Carlsen, captain on the ‘Esvagt Mercator’.

He, together with his chief officer, engineer, and MHI Vestas’ supervisor, were
the only four on board who were not part of the exercise.

“A few people didn’t participate and there were areas of the vessel that were
cordoned off, but otherwise the rest of the vessel was available for the
exercise,” says Rasmus Carlsen.

ESVAGT has taken part in similar exercises before – the ‘Esvagt Kappa’ for
example took part in a training exercise with the Danish Frogman Corps in
the North Sea in 2015.

About ESVAGT
ESVAGT is a dedicated provider of safety and support at sea and a market
leader within offshore wind solutions. 

We support the offshore Oil & Gas industries with a wide range of specialized
services: Standby, Emergency Response and Rescue Vessels (ERRV), Oil spill
response, Firefighting, Tanker assists, Rig moves, Supply services and
Interfield transfer of cargo and personnel.

We service offshore wind farms and have a fleet of dedicated Service
Operation Vessels (SOV), which ESVAGT pioneered in 2010. The SOVs provide
accommodation for technicians, spare time facilities, offices and conference
room, storage for small turbine parts, workshops, etc. The SOV offers



flexible personnel and equipment transfer capabilities by either Walk-to-
Work gangway system or Safe Transfer Boats.

ESVAGT was founded in 1981 and has a fleet of more than 40 vessels and
approximately 900 employees on- and offshore. 
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