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The ‘Esvagt Aurora’ put out fire at gas
processing station

The ‘Esvagt Aurora’ tested its emergency response and
equipment in acute situation after a fire broke out at the
Melkgya Gas Processing Station outside Hammerfest. Both
crew and equipment delivered a most professional and
emphatic performance.

On Monday, September 28, a fire broke out in a turbine at the gas processing
station Melkeya, which is located on a small island outside Hammerfest in



Northern Norway. The Melkaya facility receives and processes natural gas
from the Snehvit field in the Barents Sea and turns it into a liquid form (LNG
= liquefied natural gas), and a quick extinguishment was decisive in avoiding
a potential escalation of the situation.

Luckily, the ‘Esvagt Aurora’ was on its way out of the Port of Hammerfest, and
the vessel's crew was able to react immediately.

‘We received the emergency call at 16:35, and 10 minutes later, we were in
place to send water over the facility’, says Captain Rani Rasmussen.

The ‘Esvagt Aurora’ is equipped with two state-of-the-art and powerful Fi-Fi
cannons (fifi = fire fighting, red.), which are able to “shoot” 2 x 60,000 litres of
water per minute at a distance of 180 m and a height of 110 m. Having the
FiFi cannons and echo sounder in the stern of the vessel was an advantage.
This made it possible for the ‘Esvagt Aurora’ to get quite close to the facility
and send water over the fire.

‘We assisted with FiFi cannons for approximately 5 hours’, says Chris Hansen,
Chief Officer on board:

‘Both equipment and crew reacted just the way we had imagined’, he adds.

A little before midnight, Equinor, who owns the facility, could inform that the
situation was under complete control and the fire extinguished, meaning that
the ‘Esvagt Aurora’ could head for her regular spot at Var Energi’s Goliat
FPSO, where praise for the performance awaited.

The crew also received praise from the land operation:

‘In ESVAGT, we practice being sharp in all possible situations, and even if we
don’t often experience fire on land, we are very proud that everybody reacted
in a professional and optimal manner in the situation and made a
considerable positive difference’, says Kristian Ole Jakobsen, DCEO at
ESVAGT.

About ESVAGT



ESVAGT is a dedicated provider of safety and support at sea and a market
leader within offshore wind solutions.

We support the offshore Oil & Gas industries with a wide range of specialized
services: Standby, Emergency Response and Rescue Vessels (ERRV), Oil spill
response, Firefighting, Tanker assists, Rig moves, Supply services and
Interfield transfer of cargo and personnel.

We service offshore wind farms and have a fleet of dedicated Service
Operation Vessels (SOV), which ESVAGT pioneered in 2010. The SOVs provide
accommodation for technicians, spare time facilities, offices and conference
room, storage for small turbine parts, workshops, etc. The SOV offers

flexible personnel and equipment transfer capabilities by either Walk-to-
Work gangway system or Safe Transfer Boats.

ESVAGT was founded in 1981 and has a fleet of more than 40 vessels and
approximately 1000 employees on- and offshore.
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